
MISSION 2027
A TIMELINE OF EVENTS
The Evolution of Billings as a Destination

Tourism marketing and promotion are critical to attracting visitors and are an integral 
investment in any local economy. Looking ahead to 2027, Visit Billings, with the BTBID 
assessment, will continue to grow sports and meeting/convention recruitment, leisure and group tour 
visitation, destination enhancements and placemaking initiatives, ensuring Billings is a competitive 
destination to live, work and visit. Our lodging assessments remain less than half the national 
average at 7% + $2.00, and the assessment does not impact your bottom line. Help us continue to 
put Billings on the map as a top-tier destination by signing to continue the BTBID into 2027.

TBID BOARD OF DIRECTORS AND VISIT BILLINGS STAFF
•  Shelli Mann, Chair - Boothill Inn & Suites
•  Ron Spence, Vice Chair
 Red Lion Hotel & Convention Center Billings
•  Joyce Bratland, Treasurer
 Best Western PLUS Kelly Inn & Suites
•  Steve Wahrlich, Immediate Past Chair
 Best Western PLUS ClockTower Inn
•  LaRell Baldwin - DoubleTree by Hilton
•  Art Westwood  - Rimview Inn
•  Joe Studiner - Hampton Inn,
 Hampton Inn & Suites, Homewood Inn & Suites
•  Mike Nelson, Ex-Officio - Northern Hotel

X
2007-2008

X2010

2011

2012

2013

1 TBID
Billings Chamber wrote 
legislation and fought for 
passage of the Billings TBID.

Visit Billings Books
over 20,000 room nights 
for the city of Billings in
FY 2009, the first fully funded 
fiscal year of operation.

Visit Billings 
hosts Women 
of Faith,
signing a multi- 
year contract to 
assist the group, 
thus securing 
their events
for Billings.

First NCAA event 
awarded as part of sports 
destination recruitment 
efforts: 2014 & 2016 NCAA 
DII West Region Cross 
Country Championships.

Begin marketing Billings as
a Gateway to Yellowstone via 
the Beartooth Highway, 
extending our position as a trailhead 
and establishing an important 
partnership with Red Lodge, MT.

Sports Marketing: 
Strategies focus on 
positioning Billings as a 
sports event destination.

Spring 2011
Visit Southeast 
Montana begins 
being managed by 
the Billings 
Chamber of 
Commerce, furthering 
our partnership with the 
region and increasing our 
ability to co-market.

Visit Billings hosts 
the Jehovah’s 
Witness Watch-
tower event,
signing a five-year 
contract to assist the 
group, ensuring the 
event in Billings.

Spring 2016
Outside Magazine’s Best Town 2016

Launched New 
Community Brand: 
Billings, Montana’s Trailhead.

Scenic Guide Route
Established along with citywide 
wayfinding signage to facilitate 
visitors.

Walkable Brewery District
Illustrated map designed to help 
establish the walkable brewery 
district as a destination attraction. 
First campaign to promote the 
walkable brewery district.

Walkable
Brewery
District

Website in 2007

Website in 2009

Website in 2012

Leisure Ad Evolution 
A.D. Creative Group
brought on as Agency
of Record.

Photo Library
First professional photoshoot 
offering stakeholders access to 
a photo library for promotion. Leisure Ad Evolution 

Leisure Ad Evolution 

Visitor Guide
First year Visitor Guide
is designed as an ad free 
publication.

Meeting & Convention 
Ad Evolution

Leisure Ad
Evolution 

Meeting & Convention
Ad Evolution

Chicago Transit System Takeover
Bus siderail placements through the entire Chicago transit system displayed in FY 
13-14 in partnership with Visit Southeast Montana Tourism and the Montana Office 
of Tourism and Business Development.

Minneapolis (MSP) Airport Takeover - Fall/Winter 2014
Eight week installation positioned Billings as THE Gateway to Yellowstone National 
Park, while elevating the city of Billings as a destination of choice.

Times Square
Fall of 2015
Visit Billings 
digital ad
streaming in 
Times Square.

Drive to Billings
Ongoing
Five different semi trucks traveling across a large 
portion of the U.S. branded as Visit Billings.

Fly Billings Campaign
Efforts implemented in
Fall of 2015 and repeated
in Spring and Fall of 2016.

Airline
Recruitment 
Efforts - Ongoing
Recruitment efforts 
made to American 
Airlines, Delta and 
United Airlines with the 
intention of securing 
more flight options for 
competitive ticket rates 
through Billings Logan 
International Airport.

Billings Logan International Airport
July 2016 Completion - Billings Logan International Airport 
interior updates featuring Visit Billings installation area and graphics.

Organization Branded
to lead with Visit Billings, 
replacing the lengthy identity 
“Billings Convention & Visitors 
Bureau and Tourism Business 
Improvement District.”

Grants - June 2011
I. Billings Livestock Commission
 Horse Sale - $750
II. Ag Technology Show
 and Montana Cowboy
 Christmas - $1,000
III. DinoLab - $6,500
IV. Summerfair - $750

Grants - December 2010
I. Magic City Blues Festival - $2,500
II. Rocky Mountain Arts and Crafts Festival - $750
III. Rocky Mountain College 3rd Annual
 Honors Concert - $1,400
IV. Billings Livestock Commission Monthly
 Horse Sales - $5,000

Grants - June 2013
I. NILE Cattle
 Drive - $3,500
II. Yellowstone County
 Museum - $2,092.44
III. MACK
 Productions - $7,200
IV. City Tennis Court
 Resurfacing - $5,000

Grants - December 2011
I. Advanced Wall Advertising
 into Williston - $4,500
II. Heart and Sole Run - $5,000
III. Magic City Classic - $3,500
IV. Moss Mansion Historical
 House - $1,700

Grants - June 2012
I. ZooGrass - $6,000
II. Magic City Blues –
 Montana’s Urban
 Music Festival - $9,000

Grants - December 2014
I. ZooMontana - $3,500
II. Billings Symphony & Chorale - $1,500
III. Montana Pro Rodeo Hall & Wall of Fame - $5,000

Grants - June 2015
I. Yelllowstone Kelly Interpretive Site - $5,000
II. The Taste of Billings - $1,500
III. Lucas Seeley Presents Big Sky Comedy Event - $5,000
IV. Magic City BluesFest/Last Best Country Fest - $15,000

Grants - Spring 2016
I. Yellowstone Kelly Interpretive Site - $50,000

Grants - December 2015
I. SummerFair - $2,500
II. Classic Car Auction - $5,000
III. Billings BruiseFest - $4,000
IV. Billings Symphony Orchetra
 & Chorale - $1,500

Grants - December 2012
I. ZooMontana - $3,300
II. Trailhead Lacrosse - $3,000

Leisure Ad Evolution 

x FALL FESTIVITIES

Call 800.735.2635 

email info@billingschamber.com  
or discover www.visitbillings.com

WHERE  YA  HEAD IN ’?

Billings Mustangs Baseball Photo by Phil Bell.

• DAVID COOK: Sept 1, Shrine Auditorium, 406.656.7470

• BURN THE POINT: Sept 4-5, burnthepoint.com

• INTERNATIONAL MUSTANG MEET: Sept 4-7, yellowstonevalleymustangs.com

• BILLINGS MUSTANGS BASEBALL: Sep 4-5, 7:05 pm, billingsmustangs.com

• BIG SKY POLKA FEST: Sept 4-6, Shrine Auditorium, 406.656.7470

• WRANGLER TEAM ROPING: Sept 29- Oct 4, MetraPark, free admission

• NILE STOCK SHOW & PRO RODEO: Oct 10-17, metrapark.com

NILE Rodeo Billings Mustangs BaseballBig Sky Polka Fest

Burn The Point

Mobile Website 
Launches
Used until replaced
by the responsive
website in 2014.

Leisure Ad Evolution 

Meeting &
Convention
Ad Evolution

Visitor Guide
Converted to an 
online flipbook and 
accessible from the 
website in addition
to print version.

Leisure Ad
Evolution 

Meeting &
Convention
Ad Evolution

Visitor Guide

Visitor Center Redesign
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Billings, Montana’s Trailhead, has the only self–guided, walkable 
brewery tour in Montana. This unofficial “brewery district”
is located downtown and includes six breweries and two 
distilleries, all within easy walking distance. Take this 1.5-mile 
brewery route and enjoy some historic points along the way.

WALKING
BREWERY
 DISTRICT

Billings Depot, Inc.
2310 Montana Ave
When you leave Überbrew and head toward 

Trailhead Spirits, make sure and check out the 

Historic Billings Depot. The distillery is housed in 

part of this historic landmark that was built in 

1909 to service three major railroad companies. 

The waiting area and baggage rooms of the Depot 

are restored and preserved as historical places. 

Enjoy some sunshine in the Depot outdoor garden 

before heading into Trailhead Spirits for some 

house-made gin and vodka.

Park Two Garage
2651 1st Ave N

Überbrew
2305 Montana Ave
Überbrew offers a full menu, so stop here for 

an appetizer and a drink before you head out. 

Spirit of Montana Distilling
2123 1st Ave N # B
Enjoy homemade vodka and gin

in the distillery tasting room.

Trailhead Spirits
2314 Montana Ave
Stop at Trailhead Spirits for 

a taste of their award-

winning Montana made and 

hand-crafted gin and vodka, 

and introducing small batch 

whiskey. Check out their 

merchandise for a souvenir 

flask or trademark copper mug.

Carter’s Brewing
2526 Montana Ave
Carter’s has several 

handcrafted beers to 

choose from, including 

their Coldwater Kolsch, 

De-Railed India Pale Ale, 

Black Magic Porter, 

Farmhouse Ale, 

StationMaster Pale Ale 

and Boxcar Brown Ale.Western Heritage Center
2822 Montana Ave
Before you head to Angry Hank’s, stop by the 

Western Heritage Center to get your history fix. 

The building is located to your left as you head 

west along Montana Ave. 

The center is an affiliate of the Smithsonian 

Institution and is housed in the historic Parmly 

Billings Memorial Library building, built in 

1901. View artifacts and learn some Billings 

history before your next stop.

Angry Hank’s
20 N 30th St
Enjoy one of Angry Hank’s 8 ales on tap, including 

Anger Management Belgian-style Wheat, Angry 

Hank’s Blonde, Street Fight Imperial Red, Dog 

Slobber Brown, Head Trauma IPA as well as 

seasonal beers.

You’ll love the new location with outdoor patio 

seating. Try a new brew and munch on some 

popcorn and hot sauce while you’re here.

Thirsty Street Brewing Co.
3008 1st Ave N
Thirsty Street Brewing Co. offers

6 fresh, full flavored beers on tap, 

including a Belgian Blonde and Belgian 

Dubbel, along with Montana made hot 

dogs and sausages. A game room with 

pool, shuffleboard, darts, and big 

screen TV will keep you entertained! 

Montana Brewing Co.
113 N 28th St
Your last stop is at Montana Brewing Company. If you’re hungry, 

enjoy some dinner and try Custer’s Last Stout for dessert. They’re 

open late, so no rush when you’re here.

Walking Brewery District

815 South 27th Street  •  Billings, Montana 59101
406-252-4016  or Toll Free: 800-735-2635

VisitBillings.com

Don’t Drink & Drive
Billings Yellow Cab 

& Limousine Service: 

406-245-3033

City Cab: 406-252-8700

MET Bus Transit: 

406-657-8218

Transportation Services LLC:

406-254-2900

MONTANA MICROBREWERIES ARE TYPICALLY OPEN TO THE PUBLIC FROM

4 - 8 P.M. TUESDAY THROUGH SATURDAY, UNLESS OTHERWISE NOTED HERE. VISIT 

BILLINGS IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR CHANGES IN HOURS OR BREW AVAILABILITY. 

PLEASE DRINK RESPONSIBLY. VISIT BILLINGS IS NOT RESPONSIBLE FOR ACTIONS 

TAKEN BY INDIVIDUALS USING THIS TOUR.

Skypoint
If you feel like exploring a little more after dinner, head 

north half a block and look up to see Billings Skypoint.

You have now reached the center of downtown Billings. 

Many events take place here on evenings and weekends.

Yellowstone Valley Brewing Co.
2123 1st Ave N # B
Your first stop is a brewery and distillery 

in one, with open mic nights and live music 

often. Enjoy a handcrafted Yellowstone 

brew-Grizzly Wulff Wheat, Wild Fly Ale, 

Renegade Red Ale, Huckleweizen and Black 

Widow Oatmeal Stout.

OVER 360,000 SQUARE FEET OF MEETING SPACE…
EVEN MORE IF YOU MEET MONTANA STYLE. 

Experience Montana’s truly local flavor with natural inspiration and promote out-of-the 
box thinking with a multitude of unique meeting spaces. To achieve originality, you 
must avoid conventionalism. Host your next meeting in “Montana’s City,” Billings, 
Montana’s Trailhead.

Visit our website or scan the QR code and start planning your next meeting. 
www.MeetInBillings.com/smallmarket

Or contact Alex Tyson with Visit Billings:
Alex@visitbillings.com  •  406.869.3726

YOUR TRAILHEAD TO MEET 

UNIQUE

Leisure Ad
Evolution 

Meeting & Convention
Ad Evolution

20 TBIDs
Due in large part
to the efforts of the 
Billings Chamber 
and Billings TBID, 
TBIDs in the state 
of Montana have 
grown to more than 
20. Our ability
as a state to market
is significantly 
greater because of 
these efforts.

Photo Library
Photography has a dedicated 
budget with year-round 
commissioned photoshoots, 
as needed with local 
photographers.

Website
in 2016

LIFE IS MORE 

CHECK OUT OUR EVENT LINE-UP: 

VisitBillings.com/summer 

ADVENTURE
CULTURE
BASEBALL
SHOPPING
BREWERIES
EXPLORING
RUNNING
CONCERTS
OUTSIDE

BILLINGS  GUIDEBOOK

STARTS HERE 
YOUR ADVENTURE

Social Media
• Facebook – 10,011 followers
• Twitter – 1,903 followers
• Pinterest – 1,500 followers
• Instagram - 2,466 followers

X X

2014

2015

X

X

X

The hustle and bustle of the holidays is over, and 

what better way to relax and recover than while 

revitalizing yourself with a weekend escape?

Plan your post-holiday getaway with a weekend 

all about YOU! Enjoy Montana Contemporary

in Billings, Montana's Trailhead.

W HER E  YA  HEA D IN ’?

GETAWAY

 •

LAUGH

 •

RELAX

 •

REPEAT

WIN A Couple’s Getaway

www.VisitBillings.com/contest

Hotel, Dinner, Movie Tickets 

AND a Couple’s Massage 

BEARTOOTH HIGHWAY ALL-AMERICAN ROAD, YOUR GATEWAY TO YELLOWSTONE

July 2015
Visit Billings hosts BMW 
MOA Annual convention, 
hosting nearly 6,000 motorcyclists 
and reporting $4 million economic 
impact for the community.

August-
September 2016
Visit Billings hosts 
the Gold Wing 
Road Riders 
Association, returning 
to Billings for their 4th 
time. Over 8,000 riders 
attended and yielded $7 
million in economic 
impact.

Visit Billings 
books the NAIA 
Women’s Basket-
ball Championships 
for 2017 and 2018 
with the promising 
potential to become 
the host city for this 
event for years to come.

X2009

•  John Brewer, CAE - President and CEO
•  Alex Tyson, IOM - Executive Director
•  Kelly McCandless - Leisure Sales Manager
•  Stefan Cattarin - Sales Manager
•  Alyssa Voeltz - Visitor Services Specialist
•  Alyson Murnion - Social Media & PR Manager
•  Luke Ashmore - Visitor Information Center Assistant
•  Megan Stevenson - Accountant
•  Michele Flanagan  - Visitor Services Assistant

2016
X


